
Represented by the following Members 
of Congress:
Senator Patrick J. Leahy (D)
Senator James M. Jeffords (I)
Rep. Bernard Sanders (I)

Contact
Christopher E. Dowd
Resident Agent in Charge
Boston Division of Law Enforcement
70 Everett Avenue, Suite 315
Charlestown, MA 02129
Phone: 617/889 6616, ext. 15
Fax: 617/889 1980
TDD: 800/877 8339
E-mail: chris_dowd@fws.gov
       
Purpose                                    
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Office of Law Enforcement in Vermont 
ensures compliance with federal 
wildlife laws protecting endangered 
plants and animals, migratory birds, 
certain marine mammals, fishes and 
other species throughout the state, 
at checkpoints along the Vermont/
Canadian border.  It also carries 
U.S. enforcement obligations under 
international agreements.  These laws 
and agreements include:  

African Elephant Act
Airborne Hunting Act
Archeological Resources Protection Act
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
Endangered Species Act
Exotic Wild Bird Act
Lacey Act
Marine Mammal Protection Act
Migratory Bird Conservation Stamp Act
Migratory Bird Treaty Act
National Wildlife Refuge Act 
Recreation Act

Enforcement Activities   
Wildlife Inspectors
n Check documents, licenses and  
 permits at ports of entry
n Inspect shipments to ensure that  
 protected species are not illegally  
 imported or exported.

Special Agents
n Investigate alleged violations of  
 federal fish and wildlife laws   
 protecting migratory birds, bald  
 eagles and threatened and   
 endangered species.
n Investigate illegal interstate   
 commerce in fish and wildlife and  
 related products.
n Work undercover, conduct   
 surveillance, make arrests and  
 prepare court cases.
n Assist in resolving law enforcement  
 problems on national wildlife   
 refuges.
n Investigate fish and wildlife   
 deaths caused by contaminants.
n Make presentations about   
 wildlife law enforcement to   
 school groups and respond to  
 inquiries about federal laws. 

Highlights
The agents work closely with the U.S. 
Customs Service and participate on 
a task force developed by the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Burlington, 
Vermont to combat looting of natural 
and cultural resources, particularly 
those of the Revolutionary War period.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with others 
to conserve, protect and enhance fish, 
wildlife, plants and their habitats for 
the continuing benefit of the American 
people.
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Issues                                               
Routine wildlife inspections and 
associated calls regarding the Vermont 
border ports require 35 to 40 percent of 
the agent’s time. 

Insufficient state legislation regarding 
the importation and introduction 
of non-native species such as zebra 
mussels and water chestnuts has 
resulted in situations that require more 
attention at state and federal levels.
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